
































Original Text 
harm to the victim, the offender 
shall be punishable by 
imprisonment from 1 (one) month 
to 6 (six) months and a fine from 
10,000,000 (ten million) to 
20,000,000 (twenty million) Riels. 

Article 44: Insults 
The use of any insulting, 
derogatory or rude language 
without imposing blame on any act 
through information technology 
shall be fined from 2,000,000 (two 
million) Riels to 10,000,000 (ten 
million) Riels. Riel. In case this act 
causes serious harm to the victim, 
the offender shall be punishable by 
imprisonment from 1 (one) month 
to 6 (six) months and a fine from 
10,000,000 (ten million) to 
20,000,000 (twenty million) Riels. 
Article 4 5: Intellectual property 
rights (IPR) 
Any person, without lawful 
authorization or permission, uses 
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Comments and Reasons 

This article could potentially be used to suppress 
legitimate criticism or dissent without clear 
definitions and safeguards. Articles 305,306,307, 
308, and 309 from the Criminal Code of the Kingdom 
of Cambodia already address this issue. 

Creates an elevated risk for technology companies 
that face possible imprisonment for accidental IP 
violations. Raises the possibility that AI companies 
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Proposal for Improvement

imprisonment as a penalty for defamation and 
instead state that a court may order the accused 
to issue a correction of a false statement or to pay 
a fine of one hundred thousand to ten million 
Riels, depending on the severity of the harm 
caused by the statement. Also, add in defenses to 
the crime of defamation, including if the accused 
made reasonable efforts to ascertain the truth 
about a matter in the public interest. Finally, 
require that the "exaggerated claim or insincere 
blame" under Article 43 be issued with malice or 
in bad faith. 
In light of the ongoing UN cybercrime treaty 
negotiations and the overarching principles of 
legislative prudence in Cambodia, it is proposed 
that the continued inclusion of this article within 
the draft law be removed with an inclination 
towards its excision to ensure coherence with 
contemporary, multinational legal standards and 
mitigate any adverse interpretative ramifications. 

Adjudicate LP. disputes in civil court rather than 
via criminal prosecutions. The penalties for 
violations should be exclusively monetary. 
Reform existing laws such as the Trademark and 
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Article 49: Communication of false 
information 
Any person who disseminates or 
distributes false information 
through information technology 
that intentionally harms national 
defense, national security, relations 
with other countries, economy, 
public order, or causes 
discrimination, or affects traditional 
culture shall be punishable by 
imprisonment from 3 (three) years 
to 5 (five) years and a fine from 
50,000,000 (fifty million) to 
100,000,000 (one-hundred million) 
Riels. 
Legal entities who violate the above 
paragraph shall be fined from 
200,000,000 (two-hundred million) 
to 500,000,000 (five-hundred 
million) Riels and any additional 
penalties as stated in Article 24 of 
this law. 
Article 50: Attempt 
An attempt to commit an offense 
through information technology 
shall be subject to the same 
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Comments and Reasons 

This article could potentially be used to suppress 
legitimate criticism or dissent without clear 
definitions and safeguards. 

Mere attempt can be too low bar to potentially 
implicate an entity in a criminal offense. A futile 
attempt would potentially face the same punishment 
as an offense that was completed. 
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Proposal for Improvement 
2. A State Party may require an intent to defraud,
or a similar dishonest or criminal intent, before
criminal liability attaches."
In light of the ongoing UN cybercrime treaty 
negotiations and the overarching principles of 
legislative prudence in Cambodia, it is proposed 
that the continued inclusion of this article within 
the draft law be removed with an inclination 
towards its excision to ensure coherence with 
contemporary, multinational legal standards and 
mitigate any adverse interpretative ramifications. 

Add requirement for "dangerous proximity" or a 
"substantial step" towards the offense. 
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penalties for that enumerated 
offense as stipulated in this law. 
Article 51: Conspiracy 
Participating in a group or a 
conspiracy established with a view 
to committing an offense through 
information technology shall be 
subject to the same penalties for 
that enumerated offense as 
stipulated in this law. 
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Comments and Reasons 

Conspiracy can be overinclusive and include 
individuals not intending to contribute to the 
offense. May not even require an overt act by an 
entity. 

20 

0 el .. 0 

"5 6 M 6 fin.5 ii 

Proposal for Improvement 

Request to remove this article




